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MEMORANDUM FOR Family and Friends of Echo Battery, l-79 FA Soldiers

SUBJECT: Welcome Letter

Greetings fion.r beautilul Fort Sill, Oklahoma! I am Captain Rodrico Vargas and I am
your Soldier's Comtnarrding Officer. My Battery First Sergeant is First Sergeant Corey Parker.
I'tn pleased to rvrite you concerrrirrg your Soldier rvho lias been stationed here fbr Basic Combat
Training. Your Soldiers are doin-s ivell and should have had arr opportunity to contact you by the
tinte you are reading this, Soldiers rvill not have phone privileges lor at least thc frrst fbr,rr
rveeks. After that initial period, they ri,ill have phone privileges fbr a limited amount o1'tinre on
Sundays iI'they are in a _eood trainirig and disciplinary status.

I want you to know tliat the Drill Sergeants and Cadre here are extreniely prof'essiorral
and dedicated to the care and training of your Soldier. They are selected fionr the top l0% of
their Military Occr-rpational Specialty (MOS) and under-eo rigorous training and certillcation to
conduct trainir.rg. The next tert rveeks will be challenging fbr yor-rr Soldier, but rve rvill do all that
we calt to ensure their success and a solid start to their military careers.

I anr extremely dedicated to keeping the larnily and friends o1'Soldiers in training
Lrpdated on their progress and I invite you to "Likc" Lls on our r"rnit Facebook page. Hele, you
rvill bc able to lind picturres, video, and general updates on your Soldiers. I invite you to place
rvall posts to one another but please keep in mind that the prirnary purpose o1'this site is fbr
myself to kcep laniily and l'riertds inl'orrned. You can tlnd us on Faccbook @ Iicho tr]attcrv, I-
79 FA Basic Coltrbat l'I'aining. Il'you ckr not have a ljaccbooli accolnlt. ne also havc a ilirttcrv
tt'cllsilc ri'itlt a strcatnin,q lracctrooli lceil tlrat an)'one cun r,ic*'.'lhc lrattcr';,ri,cbpuge curr bc
vini'ed (rr. http://sill-n,u,'nv.anly.rnil/434ll-79ll-79e.lrttrl. Both o1'thesc oLltlets rvill be the
primary means olputting out infbrmation to lamily and liierrds.

Your Soldiers are extretlely br-rsy, but rve try to make tinre 1br them to contact you orr the
rvcekends. This is not always possible due 1o trainirrg requiremcnts so, I encouragc yolr to *,ritc
to yollr Soldiers. A little bit of encouragement lronr houre goes a loug way. Plcase send lettcrs.
Do not send packages rvith contraband itents (tobacco, controllccl substances, alcohol,
pornography etc,..). Lettcrs sliould be ntailed to:

(Line l): Soldiers' Name

(Line 2): Platoon #, Echo Battery, I-79 FA (Ask your Soldier 1br tlreil Platoon #)

(Line 3): 5960 Rothrvell Rd.

(Line 4): Fort Sill, OK 73503
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I highly encourage you to attend the family day and gracluatior, activities sclreduled for
24-25 OCT 2012. I will send out detailecl family daylgraduatiorr infbrrnation approxirnately one
month prior to family day/graduation via Facebook and the unit website. you ian also find
infbrrnation on Ft. Sill and the Lawton, OK area through the Lawton Charnber of Co''rerce
website. Graduation is a privilege granted to those Soldiers who are rnentally and physically
tough enough to complete basic training. Unfortunately, not all Solcliers find theniselves able to
meet our demanding standards. As we progress firrther into basic trainirrg, please have honest
conversations with your Soldiers about their progress as their perlbr,11u1,.i will have an irnpact
on whether or not they graduate.

Please do not hesitate to contact rne with any questions or to alert the unit of an
emergency situation regarding your Soldier or their immediate family. My office telephone
t.tunrber is (580) 442-1377 and will nonlrally be answered 24 hours aday. If the previous phone
number is not answered and there is a trlre errergency, rny higher headquarters can be contacted
at (580) 442-6549 which is also uranned 24 hours a day, For Soldier specific infolnation of a
non-emergency nature, I invite you to email me at rodrico.vargas(ii)r-rs.army.rril. I will also be
checking the unit Facebook site fbr questions. I look lorward to rneeting you and hope you are
able to attend your Soldier's graduation. Thank yor,r for supporting your Soldier!

Sincerely,

%
Rodrido P. Vargas
Captain, Field Artillery
Commanding


